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Introduction 

After Akaal Purakh created the Earth, it was further divided into 9 continents (as 
mentioned in Hindu Granths) by its inhabitants. One of these continents came to be 
known as ‘Bharat Khand’, after the Raja Bharat. This land of Bharat (India) is the 
birthland of many Saints, sages, and Avtaars (incarnations). For this reason, it is also 
known as ‘Dev Bhoomi’ (the land of the Gods/Celestial Beings). In memory of the good 
that Avtaars, Rishis, and Munis had done, the people of Bharat remember their good 
deeds through different festivals such as Lohri, Holi, Vaisakhi, Divaali etc. One of these 
festivals with a great significance is ‘Dasehra’. This festival is linked to ‘Bachan de Bali’ 
(keeper of his word) and ‘Maryada Purshotam’ (the epitome of maryada/practicing what 
he preached), Sri Ram Chandra, who destroyed the egotistical demon, Ravan. Dasehara is 
therefore the celebration of good triumphing over evil. In the Hindu faith, this was 
celebrated by performing plays of the Ramayan for nine nights, however, Sri Guru 


Gobind Singh Ji changed this to 9 nights of reading Bir Ras, Judh Mai Bani (infused with 
warrior spirit). By changing this festival to one focusing on ‘Shastar’ (weapon) and 
‘Shaastar’ (scripture), Guru Sahib instilled ‘Chardi Kala’ and ‘Bir Ras’ (warrior spirit) 
into his Sikhs. Turning his Sikhs away from watching plays depicting demons such as 
Ravan, Meghnaad, and Kumbhkaran getting defeated, Guru Sahib instead uttered all 
these feats inspiring warrior spirit in his Bani ‘Raam Avtar’, and instructed Sikhs to read 
it during the period of Dasehra. After the completion of the Paath, Guru Sahib would take 
out a ‘Mahalla’ i.e. a procession, consisting of Nishan Sahibs, Battle drums, and Sikhs 
performing martial arts. 

If we look into our ancient history, we see that from Treta Yug (the era in which 
Sri Ram Chandra lived), all warriors from different denominations of Bharat would 
celebrate Dasehra as a day of ‘Shastar Pooja’ i.e. a time to pay homage and to worship 
one's weapons. But as time went on this tradition started to fade. Sri Guru Gobind Singh 
Ji Maharaj revived and cemented this Puratan tradition within the Khalsa Panth. Sri Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji made the shastar a paramount part of a Khalsa’s life, praising it in his 
baani, saying “Ae Addl Ae ad JH Utd)’ 

‘Shastar’ was made at the beginning of creation. Before creating the world, 
Nirankaar (the formless God) created the power of destruction (a Shastar weapon is the 
physical manifestation of this shakti/power of Vaheguru). This is mentioned in Guru 
Gobind Singh Ji’s Bani and is why Guru Sahib bows down to the ‘Bhagauti’ (sword/form 
of Vaheguru) and says, ‘fUSH sagst faHg & and ¥at fet WH a fae AS AAT 
Gurfer||’. In his Gurbani, Kalgidhar Patshah has continuously bowed down over and 
over to the shastar as the form of Vaheguru saying, ‘fa3 AAS o"H|| SHAT SHI)’ 


Dasehra Mahatam Paath Mukhband (Introduction) 


The Dasehra festival that Guru Sahib reinstated, the Khalsa Panth continued. Since 
the time of Dasam Patshah, this purab has been being celebrated with great festivity at 
Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib, with Nagar Kirtans and Shastar Abhyaas. In our 
history, it is recorded that when the 10-day Jaap of Beer Rassi (warrior spirit) Dasam 
Gurbani would commence, Maharaja Ranjit Singh Ji would take part in the Arambh 
Ardaas and listen to the Gurbani Jaap for many hours. On the 10th day (the day of 
completion), after the bhog of the Jaap had taken place, Sher-e-Panjab Maharaja Ranjit 
Singh Ji would sit on an elephant and head a great procession in the celebration of 
Dasehra. On the right hand side of Maharaja Ji was Akali Phoola Singh Ji (the head of the 
Budha Dal) and on the left hand side the General of the Khalsa Army, Sardar Hari Singh 
Nalwa. Behind them was the 2200 mounted horsemen known as the Akaal Regiment 
(they were named in the memory of Sri Guru Har Rai Ji who kept many horsemen in his 
army tyar bar tyar). The procession would end in an open ground where the warriors of 
the Khalsa Panth would show their skills on horseback and with weapons. Shere-e-Panjab 
would give rewards to the most skilled and give openly to the poor. 

The Maryada that was blessed to the Khalsa by Sri Guru Gobind Singh Ji, is being 
followed till this day at asthaans (places) such as Takhat Sachkhand Sri Hazur Sahib and 
in Puratan Sampardas. This maryada is not 50 or 100 years old, this is carrying on from 
the time of Dasam Patshah Ji. According to this very maryada, on the first day of 
Navraatreh in the month of Assu (September/October) the Khalsa Panth around the 
world, and in particular the Nihang Singhs and Singhs at Sri Hazur Sahib, do arambh of 
the Dasehra Mahatam Paath in all the Bungas (towers) and Gurdwara Sahibs. The Paath 
is commenced after Sohila Sahib Baani at Takhat Sahib, from a handwritten Saroop of Sri 
Dasam Granth Sahib Ji. This Paath is completed on the tenth day, but on the tenth day it 
is completed at Amrit Vela rather than the evening. For the ease of the Khalsa Panth, the 
Budha Dal, and later Sri Hazur Sahib printed all the Baani read during Dasehra into one 
volume. 


On The First 9 Days The Following Banis Are Read: 


1. Jaap Sahib 

2. Selections from Akaal Ustat 

3. Selections from Bachittar Natak 
4. Chandi Charitar Ukati Bilaas 

5. Chandi Charitar Doosra 

6. Chandi Di Vaar 

7. Selections from Giaan Parbodh 


8. Selections from Chaubis Avtar (selections from Ram Avtar, Krishna Avtar, 
Nihkalanki Avtar, Parasnath Rudra Avtar) 

9. Shabad Hazare Patshahi 10 

10. Batee Swayieh 

11. Khalsa Mehima 

12. Shastar Naam Mala (Adhyae 1) 

13. Selections from Pakhyan Charitar (Adhyae 1 and Chaupai Sahib) 


On the 10th Day the following Banis are read at Amritvela: 
1. Jaap Sahib 

2. Raam Avtar (Complete) 

3. Chaupai Sahib (starting from Mahakaal Ki Saran) 


Punjabi - 


W A Sfodd at at esto CATT HISH US (HHS WS fefsaA) 
ores) 


naTs UH Udt UTS UPTH'SH' & Ard HATS Ct dua’ atst, fAH 6 widl AD AAA 
Sat 5 Simi feu Sfane 3) fan a ha Sar sas aa So TUS as Sime gra 
uZ dl fA HIS SSH UH OS Wier Are JI fea was CH fort Hoh HSH 
WETS CASH WS aH SH SEA S$ te SH aga S fr Fie JifeA Gast Cug 
28 nda SGag Hee Are Jol faa Bast, IS, SAH, fees, tte ws Ja fas ct 
fs@ag Het Are Jol CS TAT tugE a St ka WH HSS | Ha's6 HS HSS 
fer feo SUS Cast fro S HIST UGHSH ROH OS Wer Are J, TS AT TH 
deg Hd Hs we de Sh dad ges 0S vane Hug dts FA ut Re ASS 
feo feo cH © Bead Hofer He JI TAIT Set Gud det ct fas & usta JI 
Woe dd de fry At As usa d cA Bad § HAZ MS WAZ UA egy 
fia ges Quen Us fee uae ae ot Haore ain aa shise Sa HAS TSS 
THE ST Sea age WS eue Vs, CS Afsag Hdd feo ste oH HS, Wo Het Tet 
A fdas o rss tos a says 6, uge, Hoe Oh oore ori ae aS fr 
WSA fed ate Jat AAS JA afeH ddl TSE, NUS, dsado weg tude vA 


area fertoor wet J, Cat at Afsag rtd wrue Hiroe 3 Cost Jet Honest 
Aa, Feet Aft wrfed ws Ty C Ae WASH C Uf Cs HIS Ase St YT 
witds atst 


yose Brn tHe sus vee J fa 33 ya 3S a eA 2 fea 6 SS GSH 
aS HeOS UO WAZ Ur t feo SH Ha'Se of Id Js, Ud AAU 8es'e MOH fA 
UGTSS HTS Me fan Hl Tg aE Hy ad ears Bur aed ha wag UT at 
Hoos UU atSt] WAZ USA t Hiee w ufoH fon Jol Afsdg Ald HAF ct HfgH 
arg areal feu fen Sat edao ats a Ra Hoc Aget ws THS USI 


WAZ Ut Je As S ufost SH Hat Art Hi fadarg 3 fHondt sue FS ufse Furs 
Hast Yate ath, fan & ed0s sedis fs ata age Jal fA oat fee Asa ATS 
sHF SF fled wrorae att Sie: fle sats fina & v9 dsr flea 4 fo AS 
AA” Cure wd BAS } assitad fus At ona ade Jo, fas HAZ 
SHIlOHAaT SHI 


TAA US at A Hoa USA ot S SHH Ad Te, Gd win Sa Sus Aes Ft 
Jagd Atos ot Gud vadt wr act dies Hoare aet A UAT AS Yset oct! fT 
HIWe Jed Ad Us Ht es vest fer agent Hote" JI EA Hote Stas 
HIS Sus Huds wires sa Jy Woe fea ig e ufys seas Suro He 
Sfmt wo gga 2 ude ad ues west Gud fea 2 fed usa } Hot ata 
us wds 3 Ae Aolses Aye a ae fees Gast AS AE HeuS F 
ame fH get CUS ws THe Jol EH set w US AT CAH YS Atos Ae Aa 
fous Agu Jo BH fed ats Het Sen feo vif 2S Se sa ue Ae Jal 


ufse 9 fea: 


. AyATIS 
. Was Grafs fed aret 


SmeAANAN bh WN = 
iy ao UW Wis 
( 
N 


10. SstAea 

11. WA HfgHt 

12. HAZ OH HS wad 
13. ufimra ufag fed et 


102 fee nif ses: 
1. WUATIS 


2. Hyde TH WEST 
3. Dudas Has at HWS 3) 
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